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What  is  Open  Data?


“Open	
  data	
  is	
  digital	
  data	
  that	
  is	
  made	
  available	
  with	
  
the	
  technical	
  and	
  legal	
  characterisHcs	
  necessary	
  for	
  it	
  
to	
  be	
  freely	
  used,	
  reused,	
  and	
  redistributed	
  by	
  anyone,	
  
anyHme,	
  anywhere.”	
  



  
 Why  Open  Data?


For	
  improved	
  governance	
  and	
  ciHzen	
  engagement	
  

For	
  inclusive	
  development	
  and	
  innovaHon	
  



What  Data  
Should  Be  

Open?


•  Mapping	
  data	
  
•  Meteorological	
  data	
  
•  Land	
  ownership	
  
•  Government	
  budgets	
  
•  Company	
  registraHon	
  
•  Public	
  transport	
  Hmetables	
  
•  ElecHon	
  results	
  
•  Public	
  contracHng	
  
•  Official	
  Sta<s<cs	
  



The	
  Open	
  Data	
  Inventory	
  (ODIN)	
  
assesses	
  the	
  coverage	
  and	
  openness	
  
of	
  official	
  sta<s<cs	
  in	
  20	
  data	
  
categories.	
  



Which  Official  Sta8s8cs?


Social	
  
StaHsHcs	
  

PopulaHon	
  and	
  demographics	
  
EducaHonal	
  outcomes	
  
EducaHonal	
  faciliHes	
  
Health	
  outcome	
  
Health	
  faciliHes	
  
ReproducHve	
  health	
  
Gender	
  	
  
Poverty	
  

Economic	
  
and	
  Financial	
  
StaHsHcs	
  

NaHonal	
  accounts	
  
Prices	
  
Labor	
  
Government	
  finance	
  
Money	
  and	
  banking	
  
InternaHonal	
  trade	
  	
  
Balance	
  of	
  payments	
  

Environment	
  
StaHsHcs	
  

Land	
  use	
  
Resource	
  use	
  
Energy	
  use	
  
PolluHon	
  
Built	
  environment	
  



Elements  of  
coverage  and  
openness


Openness	
  
•  Machine	
  readability	
  
•  Non-­‐proprietary	
  soZware	
  
•  Download	
  opHons	
  
•  Metadata	
  availability	
  
•  Free/unrestricted	
  use	
  and	
  reuse	
  

Coverage	
  
•  Indicators	
  and	
  disaggregaHon	
  
•  5-­‐year	
  availability	
  
•  10-­‐year	
  availability	
  
•  First	
  administraHve	
  level	
  
•  Second	
  administraHve	
  level	
  
	
  



2016	
  ODIN	
  Results	
  



Open	
  Data	
  in	
  Ghana	
  





Strengths  
  
Social  and  economic  
sta8s8cs  
Non-­‐proprietary  file  
formats  
  

  
Weaknesses  
  
Environment  sta8s8cs  
Machine  readability  
Download  op8ons  
Terms  of  use  



Ghana’s	
  Scores	
  by	
  Element	
  



Some  countries  have  taken  the  first  steps


	
  	
   	
  	
  



What  have  we  learned


• Given	
  poliHcal	
  support	
  and	
  legal	
  authority,	
  NSOs	
  can	
  make	
  their	
  data	
  
open	
  by	
  publishing	
  open	
  terms	
  of	
  use	
  and	
  making	
  their	
  data	
  available	
  
in	
  non-­‐proprietary,	
  machine-­‐readable	
  formats	
  
•  The	
  greater	
  challenge	
  is	
  to	
  increase	
  their	
  capacity	
  to	
  produce	
  the	
  full	
  
range	
  of	
  data	
  expected	
  of	
  them	
  
•  The	
  SDGs	
  have	
  increased	
  the	
  scope	
  and	
  scale	
  of	
  this	
  challenge	
  
• NaHonal	
  staHsHcal	
  systems	
  can	
  and	
  should	
  be	
  in	
  the	
  vanguard	
  of	
  the	
  
open	
  data	
  movement:	
  that	
  will	
  require	
  innovaHve	
  methods,	
  human	
  
and	
  financial	
  resources,	
  and	
  strong	
  leadership.	
  



For	
  more	
  informaHon,	
  visit	
  
www.opendatawatch.com	
  
odin.opendatawatch.com	
  

	
  
	
  

Thank	
  you!	
  


